Parelaphostrongylus tenuis and other parasitic diseases of the ruminant nervous system.
There are many parasites that affect the ruminant central nervous system. Clinical signs can vary dramatically based on the location and mobility of the parasite. Clinical disease can occur due to the physical presence of the parasite and the resulting host immune response or the toxin produced by the parasite. Differentiating the cause of disease is particularly important because prognosis,treatment, and subsequent control measures vary dramatically depending on the disease process. This article focuses on the pathogenesis,treatment, and control of some of the more common parasitic diseases of the ruminant central nervous system.